Union Park Neighborhood Association (UPNA)

General Meeting

January 11, 2011

346 Shawmut Avenue, Boston, MA  02118

The January 2011 General Meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by president, Jerry Frank.

Board members in attendance were:  Jerry Frank, Norman Knickle, James Fox, Beverly Sky, Kevin Cole, Kalun Lee, Corrie Yablon and Lisa Rindler.

 

Visitors in attendance included:  

· Kazu Aotoni, Carolyn Conway, KeriAnne Panos and Thaddeus Kuznicki – all representatives of Zai Restaurant.  Zai is a Japanese restaurant that will replace Joe V’s.

 

· Jim Robertson – the developer of 11 ½ Union Park.

 

· Natasha Threats – representing the Big Sister Association of Greater Boston.

 

· Blake Webber from Aaron Michlewitz office.

 

The group from Zai Restaurant spoke to the association about their plan for the new restaurant, the menu and the timeframe.  In brief, renovation of the space is expected to begin in Feb. and a spring opening (April/May) is expected.

 

Several questions were asked and answered.  The owner of Zai agreed to sign an agreement with the neighborhood that promised he would operate within the conditions of their license and eet with the neighborhood if operational issues should arise.

 

Following the presentation and discussion, Mr. Frank called for a vote to support the transfer of the Joe V’s liquor license to Zai.  The motion was approved unanimously (21 for/0 opposed).

 

Our next visitor, Jim Robertson explained that he was in attendance to make sure that the 11 ½ Union Park project was being managed in a way that was completely acceptable to the neighbors.  He received several compliments on his management of the project.

 

Our last presenter, Natasha Threats explained to the neighborhood the purpose and benefits of the Big Sister program.  Natasha said that the Big Sister organization is one of two gender specific programs in Boston.  Locally it arranges for “Big Sister” mentoring relationships with almost 80 young women who range in age from 7-15 years.  She said there were 300 girls on the waiting list.  Activities between these girls and their Big Sister volunteers include visits to parks, beaches, museums and cultural events.  It is intended to open a “bigger world” to these young women.  Neighbors may learn more about the Big Sister program by contacting the organization @ nThreatts@Bigsister.org.

The first order of neighborhood business was election of the UPNA’s 2011 Board of Directors.

There were exactly 15 candidates for the 15 board seats.  Mr. Frank suggested that because the match of candidates and open seats was identical (15) that we should forego the ballet, and in lieu of the ballet vote,  by a show of hands.  Mr. Frank motioned that all 15 candidates be elected to the board seats.  Sue Fox seconded.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion (20 for/0 opposed). 

 

The newly elected 2011 board of the UPNA consists of the following individuals:

 

     Mary Bottella

     Kevin Cole

     James Alan Fox

     Sue Ann Fox

     Jerry Frank

     Julie Hahn

     Rebecca Kaiser

     Kalun Lee

     Vince Mayer

     Bill McIntosh

     Austin O’Toole

     Barry Rock

     Beverly Sky

     Giovanni Tammaro

     Corrie Yablon

 

Mr. Frank congratulated the five new boartd members – Sue Fox, Vince Mayer, Barry Rock, Rebecca Kaiser and Julie Hahn.  He also expressed his appreiation for the many contributions of the five board members who did not seek re-election.  They are:  Mark Denneen, Dave Bonilla, Bob Williams, Norm Knickle and Lisa Rindler.

 

Mr. Frank explained that elections of officers, establishment of committees, and appointment of committee chairs would follow at the board meeting to be held on Feb. 8. 

 

The second order of business was the Treasurers Report from James Fox.  In summary, 2010 income totaled $19,559.88 and expenditures for the same period totaled $20,803.59.  The deficit is easily covered with accrued funds and 2011 Fund Raising will begin in early February.

 

The Activities Committee Report was delivered by Jerry Frank and Sue Ann Fox.  Upcoming events include:  

· Our first 2011 Wine Tasting on Thursday, Jan. 20th at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Corrie Yablon and Patrick O’Brien at 43 Union Park.  Reservations can be made at:  info@UPNA.org.

· Our Young South Enders event at the Gallows on Washington St. on Wed., Feb. 9th, 6:30-8:30 P.M.

· Newcomers get-together in April. . . details to follow.

Additionally, the board thanked past board member Mark Denneen for hosting the annual Holiday Party at he and Tony’s (spectacular) newly renovated home on Union Park.

 

The Licensing and Zoning issues were reported by Mr. Frank.

· The request from the Gallows to increase capacity from 90 to 110 was approved by the board following request for comments that was circulated to the neighborhood.  The approval was “conditional” in the respect that the UPNA asked for the increase in capacity be specific to the current owner.  In the event the Gallows were to be sold to a new owner (where the character of the business might change), the new owner would be required to reapply for the increase.  The owner of the Gallows accepted this condition.

· An owner at 33 Upton St. applied for a permit to do restoration and remodel work.  This included the replacement of 1/1 windows with 1/1 windows.  The city approved the permit with the condition that the 1/1 windows would be replaced with 2/2 windows which are architecturally appropriate for the South End.

· Pine Street has been granted permits to remodel 40 & 42 Upton St. but the UPNA’s request to meet with the developer/contractor has not been answered.  The Licensing and Zoning Committee will continue to pursue this matter.  Rules for work on this project need to be established with near-neighbors.

· The building at 588 Tremont St. will be converted from four apartments into three condominiums.  Discourse between the developer and the UPNA have begun.

 

Mr. Frank continued the meeting with a series of announcements of interest:

· The UPNA made a donation of $500 to the Friends of Ringgold Park.

· The UPNA contracted for a comprehensive trimming of the trees in Union Park in early Dec. 2010.

· The UPNA has had numerous complaints about the poor and unsafe conditions of our side walks and will undertake a project to correct these problems in 2011.

· Counselor Ayanna Pressley will attend our next General Meeting on March 8.

· It is very likely the UPNA will try to raise private funds for the repair of Ivanhoe Way.

This concluded our January meeting and it was ended at 8:10 P.M.

The next General Meeting will take place on March 8, 2011.

